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k this Book ſhould fall into the 
| hands of any, who are unacquainted 
with perſons in the ſituation repre- 
ſented by the young Convert in he 
following Dialogue, they may think 
ſuch a publication altogether needleſs. 

| However it may be in other parts of 
the Chriſtian world, it may be depend- 
ed upon, that perſons of ſuch ideas 
are to be ſound in the vicinity where 

I lire: And the requeſt of the young 
Convert does repreſent requeſts which 

have actually been made. Being ac- | 

quainted with ſome ſuch inſtances, I 
was led to attend to the ſubject, and 

to commit ſome of my thoughts to 

writing for a more private uſe. What 

I wrote, 1 had occaſion ro communi- 


cate 


(ir) 


cate to ſome perſons, ſeveral of whom 

1 eſteem learned and pious, and by 

ſuch 1 have been adviſed to publiſh 

what i is contained in theſe ſheets.---- 

From a perſon of my age and advan- 

tages, nothing g great will be expected 5 
| -—=-yet weak means are not always 


without good effects. And thoſe who 


feel for the intereſt of Zion, will j join 
Vith me in praying, that God would 
make uſe of what means he ſces meet, 
80 bring about a greater union among 
true Chriſtians. 5 
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i 
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| Convert to the Miniſter: 
n if it be agreeable, I with. to have 15 


ſome converſation with you, upon a religious ſob⸗ 
ject. 5 | 


Miniſter, It is my buſineſs, and my delight, to 


i ſerve Chriſt, as an Ambaſſador, in public and in 
Private: : You will freely open your mind to me. 


Convert. Within a few months, my mind has 


been ſeriouſly impreſſed with divine things. I 
think I have ſeen my need of a Saviour, and felt 
the importance of attending to religion: And I 
no think it my duty to own Chriſt before men, 
and, with his friends, obſerve the ordinances of 
his appointment. 


M. It always affords me fatisfaRion, to God. 


Tovls engaged in the cauſe of truth. If you have 


really ſeen your loſt ſituation by nature, been con- 


vinced of fin, and cordially received Chriſt as 
your Saviour, it is ſuitable for you to join your- 


ſelf to his viſible Church, 
- eee. C. I have 


— — — 
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fe” 1 have a prevailing hope, that 1 have paſt: : 
ed from death unto life; but I find ſo much fin in 


my heart, that I am got wholly without fears with 


N reſpect to my ſtate, 


M. ; What evidence have ”y that you: are a 
new creature? 


C. Upon coreful examination, I think I find 


in myſelf a degree of love to the character, law, 


and government of God: that I ſee the evil of fin 
as againſt him: that I diſcover great beauty in 


Chriſt, and find a willingneſs to be ſaved by him 

ia his own way. This is contrary to what was 
once found in me; tor though I formerly thought | 

well of myſelf, yet when the Spirit of God opened 
my eyes, I found that I was deſtitute of holineſs, 
and an enemy to divine government. And now, 
fiading my heart reconciled to that character to 


| Which I was once oppoſed, I am hence led to hope f 
that] am born again, 


M. If your heart is reconciled to God, it is 


certain you are born of his Spirit, And if you 
| find ſuch an alteration in yourſelf as you hav? 
mentioned, you have reaſon to hope that a good | 


work is begua i in you: Ad I feel willing to en- 


8 cen your propoſal of } Joining with the Church, f 


C. But, Sir, I muſt inform you, that though 


I was baptized in my infancy, yet 1 think it my 
- | Quty to be ee again. 


3 4 
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M. ; Why do you think infant baptiſm inſufe. 
ficient for you? 


C. Becauſe it appears to me, that perſons ought the 


to believe before they are baptized. 


M. Abraham, by divine direction, put the tok- 
en of the covenant made with bim, upon bis children: 


We are taught, that thoſe who are Cbriſts, are 
Albrabam's ſeed: We alſo find, that houſeholds were 


baptized by the Apoſtles : And ; does it not hence 
appear, that the children of believer are fit ſuljefs 


of baptiſm ? 


. It does not appear ſo to me; ; though I re- 


ally believe it does thus appear to _— who are 
more W and holy than SS 


M. : What pains have you taken to king the ” 


Tub with reſpect to this matter? 


8 My advantages hive not been great; bot; 


through divine goodneſs, I can read the Bible: 
I have ſearched the Scriptures abundantly, I truſt 
ia a prayerful and careful manner, and I have 


made inquiry of thoſe whom [ thought were able 1 


do inſtru& me. 


M. But 2iö it not poſſible, that you bave vo 


5 N in your ſearches and inquiries, and that your 
ideas are not juſt, notnichſtanding all the pains. 
fou have tatzen ? 


L. O Sir, 


(8 ) 
"& © Sir, Tam ſenſible that my heart is very 


: deceitful and though I have endeavoured to attend 


to this matter impartially, yet it is very pcſſible 


that prejudice, or ſomething of the like nature, hag 
blinded my eyes: It is alſo poſſible, that you, 
and others of your ſentiments, are right, But ſtill 
I ought not to believe any thing, to be right, mere: 
ly. becauſe it is the opinion of greater and better 
men than I am. Though I am weak, yet 4 muſt 
ſee for myſelf in things of this nature; ; for 1 muſt 

: "es an account of myſelf unto God. 


That you ought to. fer, and. ble: - for 


. is undeniable; but ; ought you not to | 
receive inſtruction from the wiſe ? 


c If I am not ſtrangely deceived, Iam \ will- 


| ing to be inſtructed; but great and good men 
5 differ ſo much in their ſenkiments, that L think it 
not ſafe to call any man Maſter, on earth 3 nor to 
believe and practiſe as the greateſt and beſt teach 5 
me, unleſs their inſtruction appears to me to be 
according to the Oracles of Truth. 


M. There are, indeed, many wk among 


men, even among thoſe of diſcerning minds and 


pious hearts: And none are to be believed and 


followed, wherein, they teach and walk contrary 
to the Scriptures of Truth; and it is readily 
granted, that you muſt be your « own Judge as t 


ws 


KF 
n 


the propriety of what you hear; But you ſhovld 
not be haſty in your concluſions : You ſhould — 


time to conſider this matter well. 1 5 
C. I think, Sir, I have been ſenſible, that very 


deliberate attention to this matter was neceſſary; 


and I have for ſome time neglected to offer myſelf 


to the Church on the ſaine account. 1 have been 
Waiting, hoping, and praying, that 1 might be 
convinced, if I were wrong. And I now feel ſo 
deſirous to join and walk in a viſible manner with 
the people of God, that I cannot reſt contented 
without offering myſelf to them: And if you will 
receive and bapiize me, it will afford me. great ſa- 
5 tie faction. nt 


M. But ; why did you not ſeek for amid on 


among thoſe who are of your mind with reſpect o 
baptiſm? md: 


Go. Becauſe, Sir, I at preſent conſider myſelf 


vader \ your particular care. And this is not all; 
for there are ſome things among the Baptiſts which 
appear to me very inconſiſtent, eſpecially their 
practice called cloſe communion. According to my 
| Preſent views, I could as readily accept my infant 
baptiſm, as join with a Church who are not free to 


commune with all viſible Chriſtians; for I con« 


ſider believers as all members of one family. 


M. I was baptized in my infancy, with water, 


and chen only; and 4 do you conſider me as an 
: Ee perſon ? Bonk 
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c. Tho' I am not ſatisfied with ** baptifin 
for myſelf, yet I really believe you to be a baptiz- 
ed perſon, 1 have reaſon to think your heart i is 
right with God, and that you have conſcientiouſly 
accepted your infant baptiſm; and if you have re- 
ally done this, I believe God conſiders you- bap- 
med; and it would be preſumption i in me to call | 
the matter in queſtion, : 
M. ; Then you think, that thoſe real Chriſtians. 
who have conſcientiouſly accepted their infant 
| baptiſm, are as ſufficiently baptized as any other ; 
_ perſons ? 
. Yes, Sir, I believe all to i 1 of 
God, who have, with upright hearts, done what 
appeared to them duty with reſpect to this ordi- 
nance. And though I wiſh to be baptized after 
| believing, yet I feel willing that others ſhould ſee 
and act for themſelves ; and with ſuch as diſcover 
a goſpel temper, I deſite to hold communion, let 
their ideas with * to . be what they 


may. 


N. Then, with the conſent of my 1 

1 can freely baptize you; though I am fully ſatis 
fied in the validity and liBcieacy of infant * 
tiſm for myſelf. 


Chriſtian Brother ta the Minifter: 


2 have carefully attended, Sir, to your conver: 
ſation with this young Convert; andIam pleaſed to 
diſcover ſo much candour, tenderneſs, andcondeſcen; 


Logs 5 


© " ) 


fon: But ;haveyounotconſented to do that, which 


is contrary to what has been the HUI bed, uni fo m 
practice of Churches of our order, for many gene: 
rations? 


M. I am ſenſible that I have: And chough we 
ought to maintain a humble ſenſe of our own 


weakneſs, and to take heed that the light which is 
in us be not darkneſs; yet it ſhould: be femember- 
ed, that as the Church travels, zew diſcoveries will 

be made, and thoſe things which divide true Chriſ- 


tians will be removed: And after careful examina- 


tion, we ſhould db that which appears to be righr, 
though our conduct oy appear Hogular, and exe. 
pee: us to reproach; „ 


Ob. Br: Very i ; but ; 4 how does it appear, 
that it is right for you to | favour the requeſt of 


this young Convert? 


M. I conſider myſelt a ſervant to my flock for 


Jeſus ſake; and I feel under obligations to ſerve 
them in adminiftering ordinances according to their 
conſcientious requeſts, if their requeſts do not appear 
inconſiſtent with the general intereſt of religion, or 
the ſpirit of the divine law, 


Cb. B. ; Are you required to do any thing « cons 


trary to your own ſentiments, to ſerve others? 

. It is not contrary to my ſentiments to vary 
my practice, under different circumſtances,as it ap- 
pears to me the greateſt good requires, Though 1 | 
, n the Bible my rule of faith and practice, yet 1 


by 


Tm 3: 


by no means confider myſelf infallible 5 I am liable 


to err as well as others: I only ſee for myſelf, 


Ibe ears of corn on the Sabbath day and at another, 


tioned inſtance mote immediately applies in the 


to be practiſed under the goſpel diſpenſation. 
Cb. B. Though the Scripture juſtifies ſome va- 


riations, "which circumſtances ſeem to tequire z 


yet 


and my ſentiments are not a rule for others. And 
I am required zo feed the lambs as well as the ſheep, 
10 feed the babes 4vith milk, 10 bear ibe infirmities of | 
the weak—yea, and it is lawful for me to Become 
ll things to all men, if I in ſa doing keep my/elf un- 8 
der law io Cbriſt. I think I ſhould aſſume to 
lord over God's heritage, if I were to require eve - 
ry one to adopt my particular Creed, before I 
would adminiſter ordinances to him. It plainly 
appears from Scripture as well as reaſon, that du- 

| ty is not the ſame under all circumſtances 3 par- 
ticular circumſtances rendered it lawful at one 
time for David and his men to eat the ſbew bread — 
at another time for the Diſciples of Chriſt to pluck 


for Paul to circumciſe Timothy: this laſt men- 


caſe under conſideration; it appears to me as law- : 
ful and as expedient for me to baptize this young 
Convert (with the conſent of my brethren, though 
I believe in infant baptiſm for myſelf) as it was for 
' Pavl to circumciſe Timothy in order to promote 
his uſefulneſs ; while he knew that circumcĩſion 

Was at an end, and ovght not, in ordinary caſes, 


a 


n 
lent. 


{ a4 5 


yet it gives us no account that any perſon was 


ever baptized a ſecond time, under any circumſtan- 
ces; except it were ſome of the Diſciples of 


John, and this I do not conſider as a repetition of 
the Chriſtian baptiſm, for it does not appear that 
John baptized in the name of the Trinity. 


M. It is granted that the Scripture gives us no 


account of a repetition of the Chriſtian baptiſm, 
neither does it give us account of any circumſtances, 

which brought this matter to a trial: And as 
there is no account of this matter's being brought 
to trial, there can be no Scripture example produc. 
ed againſt repeating the Chriſtian baptiſm in ſuch 

a caſe as this, nor is it forbidden in any ſentence _ 


of the goſpel that I can find. David and his men, 


in eating of the ſhew-bread, went directly contra- 
ry to the plain letter of a particular paſſage in the 
Moſaic law, yet they were juſtified on account of 
the particular circumſtances which they were un- 
der; and there are other variations from the plain 
letter of the law mentioned in Scripture, and juſtifi« | 
ed on account of the circumſtances under which 
they took place: But in baptizing this young 
Convert, I ſhould not go contrary to the plain let: 
ter of any precept in the Bible. There is no pre. 
eept which ſays that baptiſm ſhall not be repeated. 


r Hebrews vi. at che beginning, is by ſome conſidered as a prohi- 
+bition againſt baptizing perſons a ſecond time. The text runs thus » 
1 Therefore, having the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, let us 


$0 on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance, 


19 e . 

1 5 

TW I e 

| Cb. B. The Scripture ſays, “ one Lord, one faith, 

1 one baptiſm.” LH . e 
MW: | M. If you attend to the connection in which 
i theſe words ſtand, you will find that the Apoſtle 
it is there exhorting Chriſtians to be united and live 


. together in love: And he reminds them of their 

having one Lord, one faith, and one baptiſm, to 

excite them to walk as brethren, loving and for- 

bearing one another. Now conſidering the ſub. 

ject upon which the Apoſtle is here treating, if 

you ſuppole him to refer to baptiſm with water, 

yet you can find nothing in the paſſage which im- 

plies that baptiſm muſt in no caſe be repeated. Chriſ- 

tions have but one Lord, though they repeatedly 

worſhip him they have but one kind of ſaving 

faith, though they have many exerciſes of the ſame 

kind: And a perſon may be baptized a ſecond time, 

and yet it remains true that there is but one ordi- 
nance of this kind to be obſerved by Chriſtians, 


— | Ch. B. "a 


from dead works, and of faith towards God, of the doctrine of baptiſm, 
and of laying on of hands, and of relurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment. In order to underſtand this text, it muſt be con- 
- fidered in connection with the latter part of the preceding Chapter. 
There we find the Apoſtle reproving his brethren, for their low at- 
tainments in religion. He charges them as being dull of hearing, as 
being but babes, needing to be fed with milk, when for the time they 
ought to be teachers. Having thus reproved them, be goes on to ex- 
hort in this manner: Therefore, Kaying tbe principles of the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, &c. As though he had ſaid, Let us not reſt in thoſe 
things to which we have already attained, in the firſt principles of 
_- Chriftianity ; but having been once eſtablished in the belief of thoſe 
, things, let us go on unto perfection; let us labour after a more full 
and comprehenſive knewledge of divine things, This I think te be 
the ſenſe of the text; and if it be, there is 8 in it which implies 
mat baptiſm mult in no caſe be tepeat ee. 
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)) 5 no. 
+ Ch. B. But z does it not appear from the na- 


ture and delign of baptiſm, that there is no neceſſi- 
ty of its being repeated in any caſe ? 


M. I allow, that when a perſon is once baptiz 


| ed, nothing more in reality can be ſignified by re- 
peating the ordinance ; yet a repetition of it may 
afford bim ſatisfaction, and be a means of bis en- 
cou ragement and growth in grace. And I do not 
ſee as ſuch a repetition is inconſiſtent with the de- 
ſign and uſe of the ordinance. Merely the repe- 
tition, will by no means render it inſignificant. 
But in one ſenſe it will not be a repetition ; for if a 
perſon conſcientiouſly thinks himſelf aubaptized, 


be is not baptized in his own view; he cannot be ſaid 


to be the ſubject of a baptiſm which is to bim the an. 
ſwer of a good conſcience towards God. 


Cb. B. As you grant that e more in re. 


ality can be ſignified by repeating the ordinance af- 
ter a perſon has been once baptized, ; will you 
not be guilty of taking God's name in vain if you 
 baptize him a ſecond time? 


M. When I uſe the name of God with an eye 


to the general good, to help a lamb of the flock, 
I think that God, nor my own conſcience, will er- : 


er accuſe me of taking his name in vain, | 


Cb. B. Suppoſing you ſhould baptize this 
young Convert, or any other perſon in a like ſitu - 
ation, ; would you not tacitly acknowledge infant. 


baptiſm to be a mere nullity? 


— % 
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M1 mould not, in ſo doing, acknowledge # 
to be a nullity with reſpect to thoſe whoſe conſeĩ-· 
ences are anſwered with it: If I were to make pub- 
lic mention of the circumſtances upon the occa- 
ſion, the ſpectators could not fairly infer any thing 
more unfavourable than this, that in the opinion 

of the Church, the perſon baptized has made a 
Ancere requeſt, and that we think it unreaſonable to 
deny humble ſouls Chriſtian privileges wit viz 
Beſt they do not ſee with our eyes, _ 

Cb. B. But ; will not ſuch a raed tend t to 
make, rather than heal, divifions ? 

M. think not. It will doubtleſs occaſion wine 


ſpeculation, and perhaps ſome hard ſpeeches, for a 
time; but 1 believe it will finally tend to greater 


vnion, and communion, among the true followers 
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of Chriſt: For ſo long as perſons have various ca- 
pacities, and are differently educated, there can- 
not be unios among Chriſtians, without condefcen- 
ſion and forbearance one towards another, with re- 
ſpect to thoſe things wherein they think differently. 
And it ſeems to be time for ſomething to be done, 
to break down thoſe ſeparating walls, which divide 
tboſe who are in reality members of one en, 1 
5 and heirs to the ſame inheritance. | 
Cb. B. It mult be confeſſed, tharit appears ne- 
eeſſary for ſomething to be done, to-bring about a 
greater union among Chriſtians. of different ſenti- 
: ena _ does this: work: belong to us? We 


2 . —— 


ate generally willing to hold communion with vi: 
ſible Chriſtians of the Baptiſt denomination : For 


my part, I can as freely ſit down at the Lord's ta- 


ble with one who has been re-baptized, who diſco- 


vers a Chriſtian temper, as with any other perſon. 


But the Baptiſts are in the fault; as a denomina- 
tion they will not commune with us; and ; ſhall we 


try to pull down thoſe bars which they and not We 
have put up ? 


M. The blame-worthineſs. of others often 


makes work for us, and often makes room for the 


exerciſe of that temper which the goſpel requires: 


And if we neglect thoſe duties which are oecaſion · | 
ed by the faults of others, we become guilty. And 
e are not Churches of our order chargeable with 


guilt of this kind ?— ; Have we, as Churches, 


| manifeſted ſo much vey and tenderneſs as the 


goſpel requires, towards thoſe whoſe ſentiments 
with reſpect to baptiſm, are diverſe from ours "BY 


It is true, that we are generally willing to hold 


communion with viſible Chriſtians among the Bap- 
tiſts; but z is there not room for us to do fome- 
1 thing more than merely to manifeſt a willingneſs 
to receive them to occafi onal communion ?— You ob- 

| ſerved, that you could as freely fit down at the Lord's 


Fable with ons who has been re· baptixed, who diſcovers 


4 Cbriſtian temper, as with any other perſon: I am 
glad,my Brother, to diſcover ſo much candour and 
tenderneſs | in you; and it would afford me ſtill 


©. v _ * 
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more pleaſure, if you would extend your candour 
and tenderneſs ſo far as to be conſiſtent : ; Why 
are you not as willing that this young Convert 
| ſhould be baptized by me, and be received into 
our number, as you are to hold occafional com- 
' munion with the re-baptized ?® ERR, 
Cb. B. Becauſe it will have a greater tendency | 
to iojure the Church gn. 5 5 
M. What God hath cleanſed, we ſhould not 
call common nor unclean. We ſhould not be 
| afraid to receive thoſe ho give us evidence that 
God hat received them; for in ſo doing, we ſhould 
impeach the wiſdom of God, and implicitly ſay 
that he does not chooſe ſuitable perſons for mem- 
bers of his family. The Church is as a body com- 
Poſed of various members, and one member can- 
not, with propriety, ſay to another, 7 have no need 
of thee ; for every member is uſeful in its place. 
Hence there appears an inconſiſtency in profeſling 7 
a willingneſs to hold occaſional communion with 
ſuch as we would not receive into. our number : 
For in profeſſing a willingneſs to commune with 
them occaſionally, we acknowledge them as thoſe 
whom God hath cleanſed ; and yet by refuſing to ad- 
| Fr mit 
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| * Ir is hoped that thoſe who confeſs a willingneſs to hold commu- 
4 Ii pion with 'vifible Chriſtians of the Baptiſt denomination, will be 
bi! | 
| 


_ equally favourable with reſpe& to centuring the Author. For though 
it shauld be ſaid, that the Baptiſts a@ conſiſtently with their ſenti- 

f | ments in re baptizing, yet the Auther can plead, that, notwithſtand- 
$111" Ing his belief in infant baptiſm for himſelf, it is conſiſtent with bis 
110 0 ſentiments to vary his practice, under different circumſtances, as ix 
"Ih; appears to him the unity of the Church and the intgreſt of religiag 
1 |  FEquires | | "ag 


4-19 3 

mit them i into our number, we as it were tel] thera 

| that berauſe they are not bands or feet, we have no 

need of them; or that we are afraid they will do 
us more hurt than good if we receive them, And 
2 is this following God as dear children? ; Is this the 

way to let all men know that we are Criſs Diſciples . 


Cb. B. I contels, it appears ſomewhat inconſiſt- 
ent for us to refuſe to admit thoſe into our number 
5 whom we acknowledge that God bath cleanſed: 
- But e how can thoſe walk together who are not agreed? ? 


N. All true believers have been baptized by owe 
Spirit into one body, and have all been made to drink 


into one Spirit, agreeable to 1 Cor, xii. 13: Hence 


they are agreed in affection and intereſt ; they all 
love God, and ſeek his glory; and this is that a- 
gteement which is neceſſary in order to walk toge⸗ 
ther as brethren, And you will remember, that I 
_ amnotpleading to have any try to walk together with 
out this agreement : I am not pleading to hive any 
received i into our number, unleſs they give us fats 
ifying evidence chat they have the Spirit of Chriſt! 


Cb. B. ; Can we walk with thoſe, whoſe ſentis 5 
ments and brate do not agree with ours? 

M. We cannot have ſatisfaction that a perſon 
has the Spirit of Chriſt, unleſs he gives us evidence 
that he cordially believes the eſential things in relig< 
ion, nor unleſs he appears to have devoted himſelf 
do the ſervice of God; and thoſe whoſe hearts are 

in 
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in love with Alis truth, and engaged i in the ar. 


vice of God, may walk together as members of one. 
viſible body; though in ſome reſpects their ideas, 
and the manner of e their love, may be | 


different. ff 


Cb. B. But chere muſt be fore 15 obſerved 


in the Church. 


M. This I have no diſpoſition to o deny: And 
that order which is neceflary for us to obſerve, is 


all comprehended in love. In love, we as a Church 


mould walk : Is love, we ſhould faithfully exam- 


ine every one who offers to join our number: In 
love, we ſhould receive thoſe in whom we find evi- 


[ dence of cordial frindſhip to Chriſt : : In love, we 
ſhould carefully watch over one another : In love, 
we ſhould reprove our brother, when he does that 


which is inconſiſtent with a Chriſtian temper: And 


in love, we Mould cut off thoſe who continue obſti- 
nate under repeated admonitions.— Such order as. 


this is neceſſary i in the Church of Chriſt. 


Cb. B. And g is it not alſo neceſſary to obſerve 
ſome order with reſpect to the ordinances adminiſter. 


ed in the Church: 4 


e, of- all means. Aa ad one zeſign of 5 
ordinances i is to expreſs our love to the great Head 


of the Church, and to one another, we ſhould treat 
them accordingly. Ordinances ſhould be treated 
accordiog to their nature; and when created ac- 


. cording to their 8 they will be made ſubor- 
dinate 


ENCES 
A FAS 


n 


dinate to love: For love is the fulfilling of ibe law. 
We ought to require all whom we receive, and with 
. whom we walk as brethren, to diſcover a meek, 

humble, and obedient temper, with reſpect to goſ- 
pel inſtitutions. But we muſt not ſuppoſe, that 


no one can manifeſt this temper, while his ſenti- 
ments and practice do not agree with ours: Nor 


ſhould we refuſe to receive and walk with any 
humble ſoul as a brother, h he thinks that 
o be duty for him, which we do not ſee to be 
| duty for us. If we treat outward ordinances ace 
| cording to their pature, we ſhall not conduct as 
5 though i it were of more importance to obſerve them 


in all caſes juſt according to our ideas of them, 


| than! it is for Chriſtians to manifeſt love one to an- 

other, and walk together as brethren: But ve 

| ſhall admit of variations with reſpe& them, rather 
BD: than neglect to love our brother indeed and in truth. =D 


"Cd. B, 3 Does not God require all to ſee and 


practiſe alike, with reſpect to thoſe ordinances 4p: 
: Pointed i in his 8 


M. God requires all to love him wich all their 


3 Of ſome he requires more, and 
of others leis, in proportion to the capacities and 


advantages which he has given them. He requires 
all to practiſe love of the fame nature, but not of 


the ſame degree; nor does be require all to rt 
| Thor love in the ſame manner, 


Ch. B. Then 


FL 


(22) Z 
Cb. B. Then we ought not to require, nor even 5 
| deſire, all to believe and ptactiſe alke; or to un- 
derſtand their duty, and expreſs their love in the 
L ſame manner, 
A. This is a juſt conſequence: For out requires 
ments & deſires of our fellow creatures ought to 
bein conformity to the divine law. Tho' I think 
my ideas are right, yet I ought to be willing that 
others ſhould ſee farther than I do, or not fo tar, 
Juſt according to the capacities and advantages 
which God has given them; and that God, in his 
providence, ſhould lead the minds according to 
the uſe for which he has deſigned them God is 
wiſe and good in cauſing. ſuch a diverſity among 
g his creatures, even among his children, in giving 
| different capacities, and leading their minds upon 
various ſubjects: Herein God is elorificd, aad 
8 herein a foundation is laid for the members of his 
family to be uſeful to one another, and add to 
each other's happineſs : For if there were a natur- 
al likeneſs | in all the members of God's family, or 
if they had all the ſame capacities, ideas, &e. they = 
could not be uſeful to one another as they may 
now. There is now opportunity for the ſtrong to 
help the weak, and the weak, in ſome things, 
may help the ſtrong, There is alſo room for the 
exerciſe of charity, condeſcenſion, and forbear- 
' ance; one towards another; and a peculiar happi- 
_ neſs may be felt in the exerciſe of ſuch graces: 


Now 


PSP Ago 
meet. 
AW 4 
7% IJ = 20 


| 0; 


7 
25 
A 

9 

"FIG 

p 

£ 

* * 
2 
* 1 

2 
2 
ALY 

* 5 6 

= 45 

"= 
E 
7 

os 

4 1 

5 

1 
wry 
wy} 

* 

* 9 

Pa 
I [ 
5 

E 

e 

83 
* ! v4 

th ty 

N 

8. 

= + 
”» | 
* 

* T 
3 
. 
n 
N 

25 . 
25 
. . 

. 
. 
. 

. . 

0 % 

'Y k 
EE 
2 L 

wot 

IR +. 

. 

* 

— 36 
LEI IF 
n 5 

3 * 

EN: 
4.40 

7 : 
8 

3 : 
4 1 . 
Ned . 

Wl £0 
PEERS 
x 

„ 

3 
SEW 

** N 
3 

. 

* 
$17; 

71 A 5 
N 

pt 
E305” of 
* 98 

Ie AA 

RE 
| 

9s 

wr : 

AY 
XIE N 

* * 4 

5 

» 8 

E 
8 

2 

% +. 'Y 

8383 

FN ry 
1923 
8 

Me 

8 
2 
„ 
3 
TART Sc 
% 

44 

. $4 

* 
3 
5 

7 5 is 

4 + 
„ 

0 

d 

$729. 

793 

* 
8 
FS; 
FL. 

7 

BAL: 

yr 

. 

r 

"xt 
9 
3 

ty 

bs 
S 
55 5 


Nee 
8 
Oe g Lo 2 
ö 
C 
F 

4 og 1 Ten MEE 

I Choe A 
* 


40 


| tv if ! ſhould defire all my biothren | in the Kingdom of 
' Chriſt to be juſt like me, in their ideas and practice, I 


ſhould greatly exalt myſelf; I ſhould oppoſe the wiſdom 


and beauty of the divine conduct, in cauſing ſuch a diver- 
bi in the works of his hands. Yea, ſuch a defire would 
be i in direct oppoſition to the nature of the divine lau: this 


requires of every one in proportion to what is given him; 


this is reaſonable ;z and if Chriſtians were as reaſonable in 


their requirements of one another, as God is in his re- 


quirements, many difficulties would be prevented. I be- 


eve, the greateſt part, if not all, the ſeparations which take 
place among true Chriſtians, are the conſequence of their 


requiring a likeneſs in one another which God does not re- 
guire. The likeneſ; which God requires is of a moral na- 
ture, or confiſts in love; He requires every one to love 
him with all the heart, with all the underflanding, with all 


the ſoul, and with all the flrength ; and his neighbour as him- 
fell: and this is more than all whole burnt-offerings and ſacri- 
 Fices. There is a degree of this love in every true Chriſtian 


Hence there is in them a likeneſs according to the nature 
of the divine law, even while their ſentiments and practice 


in ſome things are different: And if Chriſtians would look 


for that likeneſs in one another which is to be found, in- 


ſtead of looking for that which never will be found, (ſo 


Tong as they have various capacities and advantages, and 


are de ſigned to be uſeful in different ways) there would be 4 


Erexcer 1 union and communion n them. 


Cb. B. I think you can, conſiſtently with your tenti- 


ments, receive any perſon who gives evidence that he is 
renewed in the temper of bis mind, let bis particular ideas 


de what they may. 


i 


HM. If I could not, my feritiments would be evidently 
wrong ; z for Gs language of the Secipture i is, receive ye one 
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F as Chrift alle received us to the glory of Gad. * Hint. 
that is weak in the faith, receive Je, but not to doubtful diſpu- 
tations. From theſe, and ſimilar directions, I feel bound 
to receive all who give me evidence that God has received 
them, however they may differ from me in ſome things. | 
And if we, as a Church of Chriſt, cannot readily receive 
all who offer themſelves, as ſoon as they give us ſatisfac- 
tion that Chriſt is formed in them, we are greatly defi- 
cient: We ſhould he careful to leave nothing 1 in the way to 
hinder any of Chriſt's little ones from coming in and walk- 
ing with us: For believers, being many, are one body ; and 
in this we ſhould make no ſchiſm by cur traditions. 

Ch. B. 3 Would you ere any one from enquiring 
after truth ? 
M. By no means. And he who evidently, through 
the pride of his heart, reſiſts the light, or negleQs to im- 
prove the privileges he enjoys, to gain inſtruction, does 
not diſcover that temper which the goſpel requires. 

Cz. B. You have ſuggeſted ſome new thoughts, to which 
1 feel willing to attend: And I hope I ſhall let your argu- 
ments have proper influevce, and come to a wiſe concluſion. 
AM. L have comtaunicated my ideas freely, e confiding i in 
vour candour. f Aud now let it be our earneſt defire and 
prayer to God, that we may know the truth, and lk in 
light; and that love may prevail over every thing which 
cauſes diviſions. among the true followers of the Lamb, 


» Fsceing we are thus plainly- taught to receive one another, as 
Chriſt has received us; 2 muſt we not aſſume ts be wiſe above 2452 20 is 
Vritten, if we reject humble ſouls becauſe their ideas of baptiſm̃ do 
nut agree with ours? It. any should ſay, & Ve are, vilting ro receive 2 
all humble ſouls, as ſoon as they are ready to ceme into the Church in 
theway which we think the goſpel points out, it may be aſked,? Whe- 
ther this is according to the direction? We are nat told to receive 
- one another as ſoon as we have the ſame ideas with reſpect to bap- 
tiſm, and the like; but the direction is, to receive even as Chriſt receives, 
i. e. upon the ſame terms, and with the ſame readineſs. Frue faith 
is the condition upon which Chriſt receives ſouls into his family - And 
1425 we axe ſatisſied that a perſan has ſaving faith, we are Found 
the laws of Chriſt's houſe to receive him, to own him, as one e whe 
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